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Jane and Andrew Sirange

BO Box 172

Nelson Telephone or Fax (03] 344569
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Dear host.

bello from Jane and Andrew. We trust wou have had a zood summer
with lots of interesting and helpful visitors. It has been a
nusy summer for both of us: visiting hosts. administration.
writing and answering letters. We have also bought |& acres
which we are tuilding on and wish 1o develop with the help of
WWiFers.

WHOOF is ewer increasing in popularity, partly due to the rise
in popularity of rco-tourism. A consequence 1§ that WWROOF must
remain attractive lo good quality travellers — be competitive
and well organised. All this takes time. As a result, we are now
both working on WWOOF, This will mean more newsletters and
hopefully more gatherings. [t also means that we more reliant on
It to support us.

We are again asking hosts to contribute %15 towards their
1936 host membership. This should be sent to us at the above
address. Any contributions would be gratefully received.

You'll find your WRDOF newsletter enclosed. Flease take the time
1o read this as 1t contains some key information as well as
valuable feedback from other members. Note the information about
the new Health and 3afety Act and some hints for hosting

WO Eers .

Please feel [ree to write to us with something for the
newsletter. The more articles, comments and adds we have, the
more interesting it is. It's a good way to see the many
different views and needs of WWOOF members.

We are now calling for all updates etc to your listing for the
next WWOOF edition. These need to be 1n by the end of March. Our
biggest plea 1s for vou to Ting or write to us 1f you DO NOT
wish Tto be listed in the WWOOF book any more! If you have moved,
are too busy or basically WWOOF is not your cup of tea then we
really do need to be informed. It costs WHOOFers time and money
to try and contact you and it also costs us time and money to
include you 1n the WNOOE printings.



In our last letter we asked hosts to provide us with some
teedback on some aspects ot WRE. We appreciated the time many
of you took to write. In all aboul two hundred hosts replied
with many ideas and interesting stories. Below 1s a summary ol
the responses.

. Some hosts had as [1ltle as two WWOFers in the previous
vear while others said they had over a hundred!
. Many hosts said thev practise some torm of permaculture.

Lne host commented 'we re not inte calling practical and
common sense practices with a sophisticated name [ike

that'.

¥ Hosts agreed that most WWOOFers are usually inleresten in
the lifestyle and New Zealanders more than organic
FATMINE.

% Mary hosts sald they would be able to provide a venue for

a WHOOF gathering. In the past 1t has proved useful for
hosts 1o share experiences and ideas. [Miscussing the joys
and pit falls of organic farming and WWXOFing with like-—
_ minded people has been motivating for hosts, ]
I1f vou wish to go ahead with a gathering drop us a line with
date, time etc and we will let members In your area know (as
well as come, hopefully). An infermal pot—luck lunch or barbecue
usually goes down well.

When hosting WROOFers we have found it works well to make up a
list of jobs that need doing. The WWOOFer can then choose which
jobs they would like to do. If we are too casual about setting
jobs then the WWOOFer 1s usually casual about doing them. Some
other hosts find it 1s better to have a set routine with start
time, breaks, chores, days off, ete clearly defined, while
others prefer to be "loose’ and flexible. The WHOOF svstem is
btased on half a days help. Some hosts require more, some less.
It 1s important to discuss these details with vour prospective
WWOOFer before they arrive. As long as you remember that WWOOF
relies on mutual co-operation there shouldn't be too many
problems.

Good luck and we look forward to hearing from wou this year.

Jane and Andrew Strange
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